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HOWIMADEIT: PUMEZA TUKANI

Cindy Preller
prellerc(@timesmedia.co.za
UTTING into her family’s
soapie-viewing time while

consulting in her mother’s

Zwide lounge finally paid off

for Pumeza Tukani.

The owner of Bluworld Book-
keeping and Consulting Services was cho-
sen as one of the Top 40 Under 40 rep-
resentatives for 2014 though she is but 27.
She employs two assistants and has more
than 50 clients from Nelson Mandela Bay,
ranging from hairdressers and tavern
owners to construction companies and in-
dividuals who need help with their tax re-
turns.

She  works
from the OR Ta-
mbo Communi-
ty Centre in

When | wake
up inthe

Zwide and -
hopes to ex- mornlng! I
pand her serv- know | have
ices to the ru-
ral parts of the to market
Eastern Cape.

“1 started myself

freelancing in

Zwide in 2010 by offering my bookkeeping
and stock management services mostly to
entertainment businesses, while consult-
ing in my mother’s sitting room.

“Inoticed a gap in the market since a lot
of businesses experienced theft and need-
ed help with their stock management, as
well as with trading as formal businesses
by becoming registered.

“They lacked information on how to get
registered, be BEEE-compliant and sub-
mitting returns,” Tukani said.

While freelancing, Tukani started
clinching bigger client deals, even pre-
senting to one of the big Bay taxi asso-
ciations. As her business was growing, she
needed to become registered and in 2012
The Hope Factory, an enterprise develop-
ment non-government organisation based
in North End, was instrumental in men-
toring Tukani to become a full-time book-
keeper and consultant.

“They really helped me a lot with man-
aging the business.  knew how to do book-
keeping but not how to manage my staff
and business and my mentors, Sherri Jea-

Quick to take the ga

Bookkeeping, stock management skills helped her set up business

AVE: R 15315.01

cocks and Tursuis Ruiters, helped me a
lot,” Tukani said.

Tukani, who grew up in Zwide and ma-
triculated at Kwezi Lomso Comprehen-
sive High School, studied financial ac-
counting at Damelin. In this time she also
worked as a waitress and cash-out assis-
tant on a part-time basis.

“I always loved accounting in school
and had a very strict accounting teacher.
It has brought me to where [ am today.
When [ wake up in the morning, I know I

ACCOUNTING ACE: Pumeza Tukani, owner of Bluworld Bookkeeping and Consulting Services, started off as an entrepreneur at
The Hope Factory and is one of the Nelson Mandela Bay Business Chamber’s top achievers for 2014

have to market myself and think of my
clients as my boss.”

It was a proud moment when she took
her mother, Nosisana, with her to the
glamorous Top 40 Under 40 event recent-
ly, where she was announced as one of the
achievers for 2014 - the first graduate
from The Hope Factory to be part of this
prestigious group of Bay achievers. Last
year the South African Youth Council
(SAYC) in Nelson Mandela Bay also ap-
pointed her as its treasurer.
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Tukani’s tips
for success:

@® Follow your passion, do what you
enjoy and follow you dream; -
@ Always strive to work very hard at
achieving your business goals;

® Do your research about your
products or services, as well as who
your market is.

Fa
F
2




